To date we have traveled north to La Serena, thence east into the moun- 
tains almost to Argentina to an altitude of 12,000 feet. Following this we 
went to a place in the coast range west of here called Fray Jorge to collect 
the most northerly extension of the southern Chilean flora. Next we will 
proceed down the coast road to Valparaiso... . 

The trip up into the Andes was most spectacular as I trust my Koda- 
chromes will show. Travel was up a boulder-strewn wash with vertical, 
colorful sides. As we went higher more and more flowers were in bloom 
with good bees on them.... 


Puerto Montt, Chile, January 22, 1951 


We are now going to head east to transact the Andes near Lago Todos 
Santos and go into Argentina, to loop back into Chile east of Lago Villar- 
ica.... After that we will have to head north to Peru.... During the trip 
west of here both our rear springs shattered .. . from crystallization. ... We 
were stalled three days getting these fixed but fortunately in a good place 
for collecting. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO “SCIENCE IN ACTION” 


Dwicur Newton, radio and television columnist for the San Francisco Examiner, 
has been a constructive critic of our television program since its beginnings last 
September. Several flaws in earlier programs have been corrected as a result of 
Mr. Newton's well-considered and much appreciated criticism. In a poll of Bay 
Area viewers, which reached the largest number of viewers ever to be polled on 
any television ballot, “Science in Action” took first place. Mr. Newton announced 
the results of his poll in the Examiner for February 6, 1951. 


AppLicaTIONs For MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council has approved 
the applications of the persons listed below for Mrmeersuip in the California 
Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these applicants be re- 
ceived at the office of the Academy within two weeks after February 26, they 
will be considered elected. 


Mr. John M. Hardeastle 
Mrs. John M. Hardcastle 
Dr. John M. Harvey 

Miss Beth A. Headington 
Mr. Erik W. Lindhe 

Miss Elizabeth McClintock 
Mr. Donald T. McLaughlin 
Mrs. Alice Meigs 

Mr. A. J. Noerager 

Mr. Tullio Pellegrini 

Mrs. Muriel S. Pope 


For REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
Dr. E. A. Baber 
Miss Ethel M. Bass 
Miss Delores Beatty 
Mr. Walter C. Belstad 
Mrs. D. H. Braman 
Miss Beulah Bray 
Mr. John Burgh 
Miss Gene Chenoweth 
Mr. Fritz R. Claxton 
Mr. David M. Daniel 


Mr. Edwin J. Simon 
Mr. Hugh P. Stanley 
Mr. Harry L. Starburg 
Miss Joan Steinberg 
Mr. Leslie W. Stocker 
Dr. George F. Straub 
Mr. John Tashjian 
Miss Lois V. Thomas 
Mr. Harry Walraven 
Mr. George Watkins 
Mr. J. C. Youngberg 


Mr. Curt Dietz Dr. Walter B. Power ee 

Me Harcld'C Dittman Mr. Paul M. Ridley For SrupENT MEMBERSHIP 
Mr. Leland Foster Mr. Theodore M. Rossi Katherine Allen 

Mrs. E. Grabhorn Mr. W. H. Rothhammer Margaret Dunan 

Mr. Earl F. Hansen Dr. E. E. Sechler John Hicks 
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Edward 8S. Ross 
Wuar Kinp Do You Drive? 


Distaff side of the truck-borne Academy Entomological Expedition to 
South America discuss transportation problems with 
hoof-borne Chilenos. 


(See page 3) 
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March Announcement 


THE REGULAR Marcu MEeEtING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
in the May Treat Morrison Auditorium, Hall of Science, Academy buildings in 
Golden Gate Park, on Thursday evening, March 1, at 8 o’clock. Opening the 
spring series of lectures on the Walter B. Scaife Foundation, Mr. Allan D. 
Cruickshank of the National Audubon Society will give an illustrated talk 
entitled 

BeLtow THE Bic BeNp 

Not deep in the heart but in the crook of the elbow of Texas lies one of our 
newest national parks—Big Bend National Park was established in 1944 in one 
of the West's wildest corners where the Rio Grande has carved a great angle in 
our Mexican border. Although this territory is believed to be one of the first 
parts of the United States traversed by white men, much of it remains after four 
hundred years still unexplored. 

This is eleven hundred square miles of magnificent, rugged wilderness with a 
desert floor and a rooftop of the jagged 8,000-foot Chisos Mountains and Sierra 
del Carmen whose castellated rimrock is suggestive of the Grand Canyon coun- 
try. The peaks of the Chisos or Ghost Mountains remind city folk of their 
towering skyscrapers. In this setting Allan Cruickshank has photographed the 
wildlife “Below the Big Bend.” Ranging from mountain-tops to depths of the 
gigantic canyons, the famous photographer and lecturer takes his audience ex- 
ploring in a really wild part of our wild Wild West. The public is cordially 
yee Movinc Day 
Anyone who has carried a dozen eggs home from the supermarket has a start 
on sympathizing with our Curator of Birds and Mammals, Dr. Robert T. Orr, 
and his assistant, Miss Mary Lou Perry. Their problem was nothing but simple 
logistics, you might think: moving their department from old quarters in North 
American Hall to new quarters in the completed Hall of Science. “Operation 
’Cross-the-Courtyard” was merely the carting, over the distance of a short city 
block, of about three hundred cases of scientific materials, each case containing 
upwards of twenty drawers, each drawer holding, in scientific arrangement, its 
part of a collection of 60,000 bird specimens and—a by-product, as it were—eggs, 
about 100,000 of the latter, in oval numbers. 

Well, transporting nine hundred dozen eggs can be as simple as carrying 
home a dozen—if you’re good enough at logistics. Many months in advance 
Dr. Orr and Miss Perry went into planning stages of the master strategy. They 
developed a series of drawings, diagrams, and lists detailing all information 
needed to put each case in its systematic place, by a numbering plan, and accord- 


[2] 


ing to a blueprint so well and thoroughly worked out ahead of time that, i 
construction of their top floor of the new Hall of Science, even the light fixtures 
were placed exactly, to the inch, where they should hang between the rows of 
specimen cases. 

Betore M-Day Miss Perry and Mr. Anatole S. Loukashkin, research assistant, 
were seen with tape and chalk line, laying out the aisles and case blocks in their 
big, empty loft-space. Then a hoist was erected from the ground outside their old 
location in North American Hall, second floor. Comes next a careful and co- 
operative crew from G. W. Thomas Draying & Rigging Co., Inc., and out the 
window go the cases— perfectly upright at every step, so every specimen 
would stay in place. Then by low-bed truck, via the alley back of the Steinhart 
Aquarium, to the basement door of the new building, and up via freight elevator. 
Dr. Orr kept an eagle eye on the whole proceeding, but with such careful plan- 
ning and such excellent teamwork from all hands, birds, eggs, bones, horns, 
furniture, files, books, all were moved without a slip. Who says scientists are 
impractical ? C } 

ONGRATULATIONS TO Kay 
One or AMERICA’s Most promising young scientists is none other than 17-year- 
old Katherine Lyser of Lafayette, California, a Student Member of the Academy. 
This judgment is not merely that of her associates of the Student Section; it is 
the official opinion of a board of renowned American senior scientists headed by 
Dr. Harlow Shapley of Harvard University. 

Kay has been chosen in the annual Science Talent Search contest in which 
talented young scientists are awarded college scholarships. She was one of two 
young people selected from the Bay Area, the other being Don Johnson of El 
Cerrito. 

An essential part of the competition is the preparation of a scientific study, 
involving actual extensive research. Kay chose for her project a study of the 
Pacific pond turtle, Clemmys marmarota. Preparation of her study included 
reading in the literature on turtles, laboratory dissection and study, and a sum- 
mer of field work observing the turtle in its natural habitat. Her thorough and 
complete work not only demonstrated to the judges that she is a competent young 
scientist deserving of encouragement, but once again confirms the Academy’s 
determination to provide facilities where serious young people of scientific bent 

can have the opportunity to work. 


ENTOMOLOoGISsTs Report From CHILE 


Dr. Epwarp S. Ross, Curator of Entomology, who sailed last October 10 for an 
extensive collecting trip through South America, has reported frequently by 
letters to the Academy staff. A full account of this expedition, whose members 
include Mrs. Ross and Dr. and Mrs. A. E. Michelbacher of the University of 
California, will appear later in Pacific Discovery. Meanwhile, excerpts from 
Dr. Ross’ letters will interest members and friends of the Academy. 


Ovalle, Chile, December 12, 1950 
We are momentarily lodged in a hotel, hence this opportunity to write. 


The female contingent finally talked me into the merits of a bath in hot 
water after nearly three weeks of camp life. 
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